
FOCAL CONCERNS MILLER

Although subsequent sociologists have found evidence of some of Miller's focal concerns in working-class communities,
it is not clear that what Miller refers to as .

In other words, status here will derive from being tough and smart in the eyes of peers. Cohen, Albert.
However, an alternative view is that many of these "concerns" are also those of working-class girls, and
therefore might be features of "lower-class" values or indeed of youth in general. Perhaps if Miller were to
incorporate reasons and explanations for female deviance, and perhaps even make note of race and ethnicity as
a factor, than the scope would widen, in turn only strengthening his theory. In the case of evaluating
criminological theories or any theory for that matter , it relies on five basic criteria; empirical validity, internal
logical consistency, scope, parsimony, and testability6. Miller Miller explained crime in terms of a distinctive
lower-class subculture. There is a lot of sense in this proposal as there have been numerous incidences of
violence filmed or reported in the news. Retreatist subculture is a resort for rejected members of the two
groups above. His concepts are clearly defined, as well as fairly plausible. I am sure that many reports of
criminal behavior from a member of the lower-class stem from a lack of money, and them simply attempting
to acquire some. All these activities can be obtained during a night out on the town. Toughness This is an
expression of masculinity and rejects timidity and weakness. Autonomy might lead people to take matters into
their own hands rather than asking for help; fatalism might mean that they do not consider the consequences of
their actions as the future is already written. Miller described these values as "focal concerns". Flowers, Barri
R. Some feminist critics have pointed out that these focal concerns might be masculine values rather than
lower-class ones! They are always rebellious of external authority as well as having their forms of rules of
operation. Miller argues that these minors have other ambitions or focal concerns which they want to achieve
rather than the general ones which society considers right. Lower-class suculture, with its emphasis on
excitement and risk-taking activities, allows these workers to endure the monotony of their work. This trait is
also witnessed in criminal subcultures. The activities of the subculture relieve them from the boredom of their
working lives. This in turn is significant because it emphasizes the importance for lower-class members to
adhere to the six focal concerns, exerting more reason for them to be tough and street-smart so that they may
avoid the law, while still upholding their reputation of a lower-class member and avoiding stigmatization.
Today, the application of this theory has expanded beyond the judging disparities between males and females
to include race, ethnicity, and age. Again, Miller just talks about boys without really considering gender.
Delinquent Boys New York: Free press, pg. Criminal subculture is associated with well-organized adult
crimes where the adult criminals are the role models of younger recruits of such groups. For example, a study
has been conducted on how the Focal Concerns Theory influences the sentencing outcomes by Judges within
their courtrooms7. Today, a murder results in losses of freedom, through the processes of incarceration into
the prison system. Unfortunately yet, there is still much debate. Excitement is found in gambling, sexual
adventures and alcohol. In a positive light, the Focal Concerns Theory is highly parsimonious. Seeking
excitement might lead to non-utilitarian crime; toughness, smartness and trouble might result in fighting. Vito,
G. References Flowers, R. The Adolescent criminal: An examination of today's juvenile offender. Judges are
humans, and humans are judgmental by nature. Share Aspects of crime have existed ever since the
socialization of mankind began, ranging from theft and burglary of local tribes, to the murdering and torture of
warring chiefdoms. The Focal Concerns Theory emphasizes the roles of social networks by explaining how
other people of the lower-class influence people from the lower-class. These values and way of life were
passed on from generation to generation. This subculture had a range of interests and characteristics of its own
which included an appreciation of toughness, smartness and excitement. People are going to bring their own
biases into account when they must judge something of importance, especially severity of crime. These young
people, according to some theorists, cannot achieve their goals as the existence of certain sub-cultures
suppress them to belong to a lower class where chances of success limited. You're now subscribed to receive
email updates! In conclusion, Walter Miller sees delinquency as a contribution to aggressive cultural values
rather that inability to achieve success. The kind of examples would be conmen and petty thieves.


