
EMILE DURKHEIMS FUNCTIONALIST VIEWS ON THREE MAIN PATTERNS

IN SUICIDE ALTRUISTIC EGOISTIC AND ANOMIC

Emile Durkheim was a French philosopher who was born on 15 April, Durkheim's theory of 'suicide' is related in various
ways to his study of the lacks altruistic feelings and is usually cut off from main stream of the society. In other words,
anomic suicide takes place in a situation which has cropped up suddenly.

But Durkheim insisted instead on an empirical sociological approach, examining the way in which real
societies have actually treated suicide in the course of history, and then inquiring into the reasons for this
treatment. What constitutes this society is the existence of a certain number of beliefs and practices common
to all the faithful, traditional and thus obligatory. But an analysis of these circumstances should be set within
the context of the social currents to which that individual is subject. However, beginning to Halbwachs , more
recent studies reveal other different scenarios. Contributions a. Suicide rates as expressions of social currents
are social facts that affect societies and individuals within those societies. Social Facts Durkheim defined
social facts as things external to, and coercive of, the actor. The conjunction of such predispositions with
climate, Durkheim answered, has no such influence; for while the geographical distribution of suicides in
Europe varies according to latitude and thus roughly according to climate as well, these variations are better
explained by social causes. Those in larger families are less likely to commit suicide, whereas those in smaller
families, or single, are more likely. As such, these social facts do exist, they are the social reality of society, a
reality that constitutes the proper study of sociology Cuff et al. It is society that instituted it and made of man
the god whose servant it is. The trends themselves are not the cause, but indicative of a cause, a social
explanation has to be found. In other words, we are saying nothing but suicide growth may be characterized by
a sensitive dependence on initial condition. Again as in The Division of Labor, Durkheim's answers to these
questions depended on whether the current state of suicide is to be considered "normal" or "abnormal," and, as
he had already shown through the example of crime in The Rules of Sociological Method, the "immorality" of
suicide did not necessarily point to the latter. In The Division of Labour in Society , Durkheim attempted to
answer the question of what holds the society together. These are created from collective forces and do not
emanate from the individual Hadden, p. This could allow his approach to be used to identify any behaviour
that is not part of the common morality as abnormal and perhaps deviant, something that has to be corrected or
eliminated. Imitation, therefore, is not a real cause, even of individual suicides: "It only exposes a state which
is the true generating cause of the act," Durkheim concluded, "and which probably would have produced its
natural effect even had imitation not intervened, for the predisposition must be very strong to enable so slight
a matter to translate it into action. But such an explanation, Durkheim observed, ignores at least three facts:
first, suicide is too little an object of public condemnation for religious hostility to have this effect: second,
religious hostility frequently produces not the moral conformity of those against whom it is directed, but rather
their rebellion against it; and third, the reduced suicide rate of Catholics relative to Protestants is independent
of their minority status -- even in Spain. Durkheim's examples were childless married women in his world who
lack an independent integration into the world via their role as mothers, while the tie to the husband gets
increasingly fictive. It is the suicide deriving from excessive regulation, that of persons with futures pitilessly
blocked and passions violently choked by excessive discipline. And again, in societies where economic
progress is rapid and social restraints become slack, anomie suicides are inevitable. At the same time they are
in the minds of individuals so they are also mental states. As examples of social facts, Durkheim cites
religious beliefs, currency used to undertake transactions, and factors such as "the practices followed in my
profession" Rules, p. To be sure, this greater intensity derives from the greater ease of development of social
life in the Summer than in the Winter, owing to the sun's position So, self-organization refers to the
spontaneous emergence of order in complex systems, an order of non-equilibrium but also a non-static,
unstable and unpredictable order, different from the state of asymptotic stability assumed from classical
science. Each of these great social movements could be considered to be examples of social currents that have
widespread impact within and across societies. The study of social facts is the "distinct object or subject matter
of sociology" Hadden, p. This is first evident in The Division of Labor, where abundant biological metaphors
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continuously suggest that society is "like" an organism in a variety of unspecified and unqualified ways; and it
is still more pernicious in The Elementary Forms, where the real themes of the work -- the social origin of
religious beliefs and rituals, their symbolic meanings, etc. The causes of altruistic suicide, as we have seen,
played no role in the "morbid effervescence" of nineteenth-century suicides, and appeared instead to be
declining. Is suicide, then, as the Italian statisticians Ferri and Morselli believed, an effect of the mechanical
influence of heat on the cerebral functions? In fact, the stability of the suicide rate for any particular society
could have no other explanation Part of this view is the sanctity of the individual, the worth of the human
individual, individual rights and the encouragement of individual action and initiative. More specifically, life
no longer has any sense because it has no purpose and it has no purpose simply because societyâ€”the family,
the Church, the Fatherlandâ€”have become more and more extraneous to the individual.


