
A CRITIQUE OF THE STANFORD EXPERIMENT

WORTH READING: Professor Zimbardo debunks critics of the Stanford Prison Experiment by presenting video and
written evidence supporting the study's.

Zimbardo predicted the situation made people act the way they do rather than their disposition personality.
Surely, Professor Zimbardo, who is right there watching them as the Prison Superintendent would be
disappointed if, instead, they had just sat around chatting pleasantly and having tea. I just can't take it
anymore! Most of the guards were upset when the experiment was halted after only six days. When Blum
asked if he thought Le Texier's book would change the way people saw the experiment, Zimbardo said, "In a
sense, I don't really care. Reliance on anecdotal evidence[ edit ] Because of the nature of the experiment,
Zimbardo found it impossible to keep traditional scientific controls in place. Twelve of the twenty-four
participants were assigned the role of prisoner nine plus three potential substitutes , while the other twelve
were assigned the role of guard also nine plus three potential substitutes. Prisoner Eventually while talking to
the priest, broke down and began to cry hysterically, just two previously released prisoners had. In the movie,
an astounding experiment is conducted by a group of psychological researchers who recruit a group of
volunteers to join a prison experiment for cash reward. Several claimed to be assertive types normally. Would
you have terminated it earlier? While Haslam and Reicher's procedure was not a direct replication of
Zimbardo's, their study casts further doubt on the generality of his conclusions. Their research also points to
the importance of leadership in the emergence of tyranny of the form displayed by Zimbardo when briefing
guards in the Stanford experiment. To do this, we decided to set up a simulated prison and then carefully note
the effects of this institution on the behavior of all those within its walls. The prisoners learned that whatever
they did had little effect on what happened to them. I thought about this a lot when I made Brand Tags and
people were asking me to put up logos that no one had seen before so they could get feedback. In his
summary, he wrote: I hereby assert that none of these criticisms present any substantial evidence that alters the
SPE's main conclusion concerning the importance of understanding how systemic and situational forces can
operate to influence individual behavior in negative or positive directions, often without our personal
awareness. The effect was to break the solidarity among prisoners. There have recently been many news
reports about prison riots and the brutality of guards. Special Privileges One of the three cells was designated
as a "privilege cell. The chaplain interviewed each prisoner individually. The study may also lack population
validity as the sample comprised US male students. Comparing this to the Stanford prison experiment, both
participants were influenced by higher authority and this has created a stir of ethical issues between these two
experiments. A Visit from Parents The next day, the guards held a visiting hour for parents and friends. What
transformations take place when people go through an experience like this? Most of the guards later claimed
they were simply acting. No physical violence was permitted. This means the study's findings cannot be
reasonably generalized to real life, such as prison settings. Putting Down the Rebellion The guards retaliated
by using a fire extinguisher which shot a stream of skin-chilling carbon dioxide, and they forced the prisoners
away from the doors. The psychologists tried to get him to agree to leave the experiment, but he said he could
not leave because the others had labeled him a bad prisoner. Prisoners line up while one of them does
push-ups during the Stanford Prison Experiment in  Zimbardo concluded there were no lasting negative
effects. No, of course not. Both Haslam and Van Bavel suggest the real lesson behind the Stanford Prison
Experiment is not that humans will blindly conform to a given role, but that people can be talked into doing
bad things by a strong-willed leader who makes them feel part of a righteous cause. I'm the co-founder of
Percolate and general internet tinkerer. For example, prisoner and guards may have personalities which make
conflict inevitable, with prisoners lacking respect for law and order and guards being domineering and
aggressive. Twenty-one boys OK, young men are asked to play a game of prisoners and guards. Guards had
differing responses to their new roles. But the notion that people's behavior is largely dictated by their
environment and social positions has lingered in the scientific and popular domains for years, possibly because
the idea removes some of the blame for despicable acts from the people who commit them, he said. They held
the prisoners in contempt and let the prisoners know it. They were issued a uniform, and referred to by their
number only. A blindfolded prisoner is shown during the Stanford Prison Experiment. Specifically, it
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questions the notion that people slip mindlessly into role and the idea that the dynamics of evil are in any way
banal.


