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Paper 1 will focus on essay questions with candidates completing 2 x 20 mark essays and 1 x 12 mark
extended response. International Issues: Pupils will learn about a contemporary international issue, involving
conflict and cooperation between different countries and organisations. Internal assessment Students are
required to write essays demonstrating knowledge, analysis and synthesis of evidence, draw international
comparisons and evaluate arguments. It is usually recommended that a pupil have achieved a good grade at
National 5 Level to be allowed access to the course. Higher Modern Studies enables learners to develop and
broaden a range of transferable skills. A key aspect of the dissertation is conducting your own primary and
secondary research; therefore the skills of self-discipline and independent learning are essential. In addition,
examining elections and voting behaviour, government-decision making and how the government is
influenced. External assessment There will be 2 exam papers worth 80 marks. Teachers in the Modern Studies
department use Edmodo extensively to support pupils through the course. Homework is issued weekly and
comprises essays, questions to be completed and note taking, and often includes use of online video clips and
other stimulus. Paper 2 will focus on source skills questions. Learners in Higher Modern Studies will study
three distinct topics: 1. The course is particularly suitable for learners who might wish to progress onto college
or university study. This will involve in-depth research and analysis of an issue, which will be written up
under exam conditions. A different topic is revised each week, which is displayed around the department. By
continuing to use this site you are agreeing to our use of cookies. Pupils can also access resource booklets for
each unit of the course, as well as a range of resources which have been used in class to support learning and
teaching. In the Assignment component of the course, learners have a significant opportunity to undertake
detailed study of a Modern Studies issue â€” that is, a contemporary social, political or international issue - of
their choice. Learners will be assessed and graded by way of the Assignment, which constitutes one-third of
their overall grade, as well as in the final exam, which constitutes two-thirds of their overall grade. Homework
Students are encouraged to be very independent when studying at Advanced Higher level. Pupils can also
view the full schedule of study support classes in their classroom and on Edmodo. There will also be an
Assignment worth 30 marks in which learners will investigate a Modern Studies issue which has alternative
views, research the issue and write a report within 1 hour 30 minutes drawing upon the skills of analysis and
synthesis. They will explore the various sociological and non-sociological theories of criminal behaviour, as
well as exploring the penal system in the UK analysing the effectiveness of prisons and non-custodial
sentences in an international comparative context. Pupils will be in the department for six periods a week.
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