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Harry Sinclair Lewis (February 7, â€“ January 10, ) was an American novelist, short-story writer, and playwright. In , he
became the first writer from .
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Name:. After slandering Mexico in state-run newspapers, Haik orders a mass conscription of young American
men for the invasion of that country, infuriating many who had until then been staunch Corpo loyalists. The
crasser the man, we might wonder, the greater the spirit raging against the cage. Fitzgerald , Hemingway , Dos
Passos , and Faulkner He followed this success with Arrowsmith , a satiric study of the medical profession,
with emphasis on the frustration of fine scientific ideals. His first novel , Our Mr. It's not that great, turns out.
Hays , responsible for the enforcement of the Motion Picture Production Code , had notified Mayer of
potential problems in the German market. While working for newspapers and publishing houses and for a time
at the Carmel-by-the-Sea , California writers' colony , he developed a facility for turning out shallow, popular
stories that were purchased by a variety of magazines. As he dresses for the day, Babbitt contemplates each
article of his "Solid Citizen" uniform, the most important being his Booster's club button, which he wears with
pride. Moffitt wrote a stage version, also titled It Can't Happen Here, [12] which is still produced. Ann Vickers
traces the career of an unstable woman who starts as a social worker and ends as the mistress of a politician;
Cass Timberlane deals with an unhappy marriage between a middle-aged judge and his loving wife;
Kingsblood Royal takes on the subject of racial prejudice; and The God-Seeker tells the story of a New
England missionary's attempts to convert the Native American Indians of Minnesota in the s. Carol Milford,
hung up on the world of ideas she just barely tasted as a college girl, tries to reform her husband's hometown
of Gopher Prairie, Minnesota. Sarason succeeds Windrip, but his extravagant and relatively weak rule creates
a power vacuum in which Haik and others vie for power. George Babbitt is not a bad man, but his empty ethic,
reaffirmed only by his peers' all wanting the same material successes, fails him at times of uncertainty. Ted,
however, is hardly interested in finishing high school. Print this article Library of Congress Hot on the heels of
, Sinclair Lewis's speculative satire It Can't Happen Here is surging to the forefront of a suddenly very popular
genre , prophetic dystopian lit. This excerpt taken from an autobiographical sketch submitted to the Nobel
Prize committee details his feelings on the United States: I have travelled much; on the surface it would seem
that one who during these fifteen years had been in forty states of the United States, in Canada, Mexico,
England, Scotland, France, Italy, Sweden, Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, Greece,
Switzerland, Spain, the West Indies, Venezuela, Colombia, Panama, Poland, and Russia must have been
adventurous. They emphasized the virtues of community organizations and the positive contributions that
industrial cities have made to American society. The son of a country doctor, from a family of three boys, he
grew up introverted and intelligent in this town with a population of 2,, most of which was Swedish and
Norwegian. Here Lewis makes little effort to hide his liking of, and even admiration for, the values described
earlier in Babbitt. Yet he continues with them â€” even after Myra suspects Babbitt's affair, though she has no
proof or specific knowledge. In short time, his old friends and colleagues welcome Babbitt back into the fold.
By early , screenwriter Sidney Howard completed an adaptation , his third of Lewis' novels. Although having
previously foreshadowed some authoritarian measures in order to reorganize the United States government,
Windrip rapidly outlaws dissent, incarcerates political enemies in concentration camps , and trains and arms a
paramilitary force called the Minute Men named after the Revolutionary War militias of the same name , who
terrorize citizens and enforce the policies of Windrip and his " corporatist " regime. Through his novels,
Sinclair expressed his views on such topics as narrow minds in small towns and insincere preachers. The
revised story became the miniseries V , which premiered May 3,  Over breakfast Babbitt dotes on his
ten-year-old daughter Tinka, tries to dissuade his year-old daughter Verona from her newfound socialist
leanings, and encourages his year-old son Ted to try harder in school. Jessup's participation in the organization
results in the publication of a periodical called The Vermont Vigilance, in which he writes editorials decrying
Windrip's abuses of power. Babbitt's best friend, Paul, is similarly haunted by unfulfilled dreams. The
relativity of business morals as well as private rules of conduct is for him an accepted article of faith, and
without hesitation he considers it God's purpose that man should work, increase his income, and enjoy modern
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improvements. Critical reception[ edit ] In Babbitt , Sinclair Lewis created a living and breathing man with
recognizable hopes and dreams, not a caricature. At the same time he was writing with ever-increasing success
for such popular magazines as The Saturday Evening Post and Cosmopolitan, but he never lost sight of his
ambition to become a serious novelist. The best remembered is It Can't Happen Here , a novel about the
election of a fascist to the American presidency. One of Windrip's cronies brings up the matter of fascism in
America, but Francis Tasbrough, the wealthy owner of the quarry, dismisses it with the remark that it simply
"can't happen here" hence the novel's title. One of Windrip's first acts as president is to eliminate the influence
of the United States Congress , which draws the ire of many citizens as well as the legislators themselves.
Because of the condensed manner in which the announcement is usually reported, and because certain
publishers have trumpeted that any novel which has received the Pulitzer Prize has thus been established
without qualification as the best novel, the public has come to believe that the prize is the highest honor which
an American novelist can receive. Lewis, was a physician and a stern disciplinarian who had difficulty relating
to his sensitive, unathletic third son. Paul still plays the violin on occasion; when he does "even Zilla was
silent as the lonely man who lost his way


