
QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN WRITING A HISTORICAL BIOGRAPHY

Good questions are one of the core elements of a successful biography. You will write the ANSWERS to the question on
the interview document as you are . Other than the present, which historical era would you like to have lived in? 

Some of those events are going to be pretty boring, so you'll need to try to make your account as interesting as
possible! You can do yourself a lot of favours by not being that chap, by preparing for meetings, informing
people in advance, putting them at their ease, looking smart and giving them confidence, and so on. Notice
how other biographers have structured their story to fit comfortably within an appropriate length. That is why
we are proud to present the Story Terrace guide to crafting a hit biography for dummies. What examples from
their life illustrate those qualities? For instance, in a biography about Meriwether Lewis, you would ask what
traits or events motivated him to embark on such a monumental exercise. I contacted every potential source I
could think of, particularly museums, asking if they had any Breton material. What were the attitudes and
opinions of the people around your subject? Evaluate your potential subject, her appeal, and what types of
readers might be interested. Start from the point of view that you need to get endorsement or at least
confirmation, and work from there: whether you decide to get a biography authorised, it will still need to be
defensible we have laws about that sort of thing. Writing a book is said to follow 3 stages: Drafting: Creating
and shaping the original body of text. They offer us an extensive insight into the life of a remarkable person.
Once you've found these basics, you'll want to dig a little deeper. Advertisement You can literally shape
nonfiction. Formulate a research plan. Very short biographies tell the basic facts of someone's life and
importance. This means privileging suspense, humour, pathos and all the other things that spin a great yarnâ€¦
We never said it was going to be easy. Clearly understanding the issues involved will help you present the
matter clearly in the biography. This is ultimately what sets apart a great biography from a mere retelling of
the facts; it also creates the perfect foil against the press and Amazon reviewers who will, inevitably, know
more about the subject than the author. What kind of effect did he or she have on the world? Take the plunge.
There are certain situations in life where you'll be asked to write about people - either about yourself or
someone else - and knowing what information to include in a biography can be a helpful first step. Lewis was
a hypochondriac. You can find interesting facts by consulting diverse sources. This brings to the next point,
and a thought experiment. Find more intriguing details about the man and his work, and weave them into the
composition. Statements like these define your readers. Secondary sources include other biographies,
reference books, or histories that provide information about the subject of the biography. It was enough to
bring the shutters down on the whole project. The first information you should gather in your research will
include biographical details and facts. Also, knowing how you'd like to divide the story and what points you'd
like to discuss will help you determine what information is most important. But other, more involved details
will depend largely on the situation - and on the writer. Biographies are usually about famous, or infamous
people, but a biograpy of an ordinary person can tell us a lot about a particular time and place. Researching
and writing it can be exhilarating and intriguing, and open up other subjects and interests for future projects.


