
CRASH RACE AND AFRICAN AMERICAN EMPLOYEES

Earlier this year, eight former and current african-american employees who work at boeing in el segundo, california filed
a lawsuit against the giant aerospace.

Once again, the negative effects of these trends will hurt the poorest African Americans most. Its heyday was
cut short largely due to the Stock Market Crash of and resulting Great Depression, which hurt African
American-owned businesses and publications and made less financial support for the arts available from
patrons, foundations, and theatrical organizations. Faced with the prospect of another recession, what black
America needs is what all of America needs: a stimulus package that will help average Americans and those
with the most insecure jobs. The Harlem section of Manhattan, which covers just three square miles, drew
nearly , African Americans, giving the neighborhood the largest concentration of black people in the world.
During the Korean War of the early s, blacks for the first time fought side by side with whites in fully
integrated units. In , Chicago Whip editor Joseph Bibb organized boycotts of city department stores that
refused to hire African Americans. In the presidential race African Americans overwhelmingly supported the
successful Democratic candidate, Franklin D. Although discrimination remained widespread, during the war
African Americans secured more jobs at better wages in a greater range of occupations than ever before. This
means that in what looks like good economic times nationally, most of black America is still experiencing a
recession. At the height of the movement, Harlem was the epicenter of American culture. The movement
brought notice to the great works of African American art, and inspired and influenced future generations of
African American artists and intellectuals. Although New Deal programs provided African Americans with
badly needed economic assistance, they were administered at a state level where racial segregation was still
widely, and systemically, enforced. During the housing bubble that was the disastrous run-up to the Great
Recession, the exposure to predatory, high-interest, and high-leverage mortgages led to an absolute wealth
disaster for African-American families when the bubble burst. Most importantly, the Harlem Renaissance
instilled in African Americans across the country a new spirit of self-determination and pride, a new social
consciousness, and a new commitment to political activism, all of which would provide a foundation for the
Civil Rights Movement of the s and s. During the same period, the black unemployment rate shot up from 7.
Besides facing discrimination in employment and wage-setting, for generations even those African-American
families that did manage to earn decent incomes were barred from accessing the most important financial
market for typical families: the housing market. Median wealth for black families whose head has a college
degree, for example, has only one-eighth the wealth of the median white family whose head has a college
degree. Library of Congress, Washington, D. This outcome holds for black families regardless of the time and
money spent on educational upgrading. In early public assistance programs African Americans often received
substantially less aid than whites, and some charitable organizations even excluded blacks from their soup
kitchens. Parker , a man of pronounced antiblack views, to the U. In Republican Pres. Yet this cultural
explosion also occurred in Cleveland, Los Angeles and many cities shaped by the great migration. In , the
black unemployment rate was 8. While a small number of African Americans were able to become
landowners, most were exploited as sharecroppers, a system designed to keep them poor and powerless.
Goldman Sachs estimates that a new recession would increase the national unemployment rate to 6. In , the
median black family earned  And the sluggish recovery has only made matters worse, as home values recover
at different rates across racial lines. In doing so, it validated the beliefs of its founders and leaders like Alain
Locke and Langston Hughes that art could be a vehicle to improve the lives of the African Americans. Race
riots broke out; the worst occurred in Detroit in June  The lesson from black America is that the poorest
among us are most hurt by recessions.


