
DEBATE ON GMO

The issue of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) as they relate to the food supply is an ongoing, nuanced and highly
contentious issue.

This would be particularly relevant if antibiotic resistance genes, used as markers when creating GMOs, were
to be transferred. Also during the s, the use of transgenic plants was becoming a valuable endeavor for
production of new pharmaceuticals, and individual companies, institutions, and whole countries were
beginning to view biotechnology as a lucrative means of making money Devos et al. In developing nations,
much of the weeding is done by women and children. Nature, for purposes of survival induces a genetic
change in organisms. The assessment also includes unintended effects which could result from the insertion of
the new gene. The process of natural selection and other evolutionary mechanisms is reflected in the diversity
of wild plant species. Initially GM seed developers wanted their products to be accepted by producers and
have concentrated on innovations that bring direct benefit to farmers and the food industry generally. Also,
fruits are not the same in size or content, and plants could change from one generation to another. They allow
farmers to produce more food with fewer inputs. Countries which have legislation in place focus primarily on
assessment of risks for consumer health. However, consumers need to be aware that organic food does carry a
rather hefty environmental and economic cost. Genetically modified bacteria has been observed to secrete
useful elements like soluble CD4 a protein , which has been observed to block laboratory strains of HIV from
affecting human cells. Sanjay Gupta, have been vocal on this issue and highlighted food waste as a key
component of addressing the issue of food insecurity. Given a rich history of corporate corruption in a system
that benefits the wealthy and powerful, it makes sense that customers would be asking themselves: Is this
technology good for me? Potential health risks to humans include the possibility of exposure to new allergens
in genetically modified foods, as well as the transfer of antibiotic-resistant genes to gut flora. Thus, the ability
to design crops suited to specific climatic conditions is much more effective, and is beneficial to developing
African countries. This is because they may contain genes from an allergen â€” a food that prompts an allergic
reaction. Furthermore, even if the technologies are shared fairly, there are people who would still resist
consumable GMOs, even with thorough testing for safety, because of personal or religious beliefs. Nature ,
76â€”79 link to article Hoban, T. The way governments have regulated GM foods varies. The production of
recombinant pharmaceutical proteins in plants. However, later debate arose over concerns that recombinant
organisms might be used as weapons. To give a clearer sense of the issues and arguments that surround
GMOs, Dr. The growing debate, initially restricted to scientists, eventually spread to the public, and in , the
National Institutes of Health NIH established the Recombinant DNA Advisory Committee to begin to address
some of these issues. These consequences influence not only the GMO itself, but also the natural environment
in which that organism is allowed to proliferate. Similar evaluations are generally not performed for
conventional foods.


