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Smith, P. Almost all writings on the story have a alluded to this connection; some discuss it at length. Boston:
Twayne,  After Gilman published her semi-autobiographical tale, Dr. In order to achieve these liberties, they
were females who paved the way and spoke out about these issues to secure equal rights for women. Her
second side is the one who needs to break free and be creative and individual. Through the use of symbolism,
Gilman covertly investigates the wallpaper and the insanity of the protagonist when writing her harrowing
tale. There is further justification in believing her madness to be temporary. Issue 5. As the story progresses,
the narrator identifies more and more with the figure in the wallpaper, until in one of the most controversial
statements in the entire text she refers to herself in the third person. The colour is repellent, almost revolting; a
smouldering unclean yellow. Everything is filtered through her changing consciousness, yet the ambiguity
allows one to decipher its many meanings. Gilbert, S. New York: Bantam Classics. Oxford University Press
Neurasthenia. Deciding to keep a secret journal, the protagonist starts to fantasise and hide her true thoughts.
However, as both Johnson and King and Morris point out, it is this response which grants her freedom in the
end. The misogynistic views in the story force the protagonist to keep her feelings and imagination private â€”
from John, her brother and Dr Mitchell â€” as they state this is why she is ill. Women were financially
dependent on men and feminists believe women should be intellectually, creatively and economically
independent of men. Treichler continues to argue that the wallpaper represents the protagonists Mind, [â€¦]
unconscious, [and] the "pattern" of social and economic dependence which reduces women to domestic
slavery. New York: W. Model Essays Feminist Gothic in "The Yellow Wallpaper" Charlotte Perkins Gilman
had no way of knowing that a story she wrote in would one day be regarded as a classic in feminist literature.
Paula Kepos. Central to the story is the wallpaper itself. Bak goes on to suggest that the nursery room, with its
barred windows and rings in the wall, was designed for the restraint of mental patients, but other critics assert
that these were in fact common safety precautions used in Victorian nurseries and that such interpretations are
extreme.


