
AN ANALYSIS OF THE PERSONALITY OF THE PROTAGONIST NORA

HELMER IN A DOLLS HOUSE A PLAY BY HENRIK IBSE

Nora Helmer of Ibsen's 'A Doll's House' is one of the most complex forgery, the protagonist realizes that her husband is
a very different person than she once believed. 'A Doll's House' Questions for Study and Discussion.

Helmer has shown himself to be a complete egoist, a self-centered man, a self-complacent husband who thinks
that a wife is intended to be a source of warmth and comfort in the household and that all that matters is the
husband's ideas, opinions, and tastes to which a wife must conform. Though she is usually passive, she can be
seen to use others, even when the manipulation is of no benefit to her. Although she says nothing to Torvald,
she brags about her actions with her old friend, Mrs. Also, during the climactic scene in Act Three, Nora
seems to stall before running out into the night to end her life. Of course, a moment later, that wished-for
conflict arises. Her discussion of her position reveals an intuitive intelligence which has led her to connive at
her own oppression since this had seemed the easiest way to a comfortable life. So perhaps, despite his
hypocrisy, self-righteousness, and his demeaning attitude, the audience may feel sympathy for Torvald as the
door slams shut on his tear-stained hopes. Helmer treats her as his personal property. Now Nora takes the lead,
forcing Helmer to look at their marriage from a totally-new angle. The second, a subjective shock, comes in
the second act when Nora realizes that she is deeper than her childish and whimsical facade. She needs a
favorable environment in which she can think for herself and can make her own wishes known to her husband.
The audience first sees her when she returns from a seemingly extravagant Christmas shopping excursion.
Torvald stops her all too easily, perhaps because she knows that, deep down, she wants to be saved. It is
exactly what she needs to be an individual and asserts her identity. This gives Torvald a brief ray of hope.
Metzger, Sherri. Unlike Torvald and Nora, Dr. Will the courts convict her? Torvald believes that if the mother
of a household is dishonest, then surely the children will become morally infected. He knows how much
Torvald dislikes uncomfortable topics, and because of this, never really discusses his critical illness with his
friend. She is indeed a classical hero. Multiple interpretations can be applied to the drama, which allows the
reader to appreciate many different aspects of the play. Linde and Dr. The main points of the play that critics
discuss are sexuality i. Critics will argue about the true meaning of the story and why Ibsen wrote the story.
His willingness to allow Nora to suffer is despicable, but his claims to feel sympathy for her and the hard
circumstances of his own life compel us to sympathize with him to some degree. Of course, their marriage is
one typical of s Europe, and Ibsen uses his play to challenge this status quo. The rules of proper
communication include: listening to each other, understanding the other person's emotions and needs,
truthfully expressing one's view's, and supporting each other during times of adversity With an invisible
chaperon, Nora would not be dominated by a figure placing an identity over her. The character breakdown as
the play goes from act to act is apparent. She does not want to forgive Torvald. Nora is found to be swinging
along the extremes. If Nora, with her reputation tainted as a criminal, would poison the minds of the Helmer
children, she would be useless as a mother to them Metzger. Jennifer S. Would Nora have sneaked macaroons
if she knew a crowd of people were watching her? Torvald: But I will believe. Under the surface, Rank is
suggesting that Nora should not be a doll.


