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No official clergy. Literal Meaning Buddhists are those who follow the teachings of the Buddha. The general
concept of dharma forms a basis for philosophies, beliefs and practices originating in India. Although much
about its origins are unclear, Shinto has been influenced by the Chinese religions of Taoism and Confucianism
throughout history. The Buddha was born in a Hindu family, just as Christ was born in a Jewish family.
Similarly, afflictions in this life are often explained away as the effects of Karma from a previous life or from
misdeeds earlier in this life. Statues Both religions use statues as representations. Depends on sects. Buddhists
believe it is wrong to take a life or to lift a fist in anger. Buddhism's Three-Body Doctrine is similar to
Hinduism. The Mahayana Schools of Buddhism also emphasize Metta compassion meditation. He is infinite,
eternal and all-Pervading. In this sutra, a king of Magadha listed the teachings from many prominent and
famous spiritual teachers around during that time. The focus of the Noble Eightfold Path , while inheriting
many practices and ideologies from the previous Hindu yogic tradition, deviates from the teachings of the
Bhagavad Gita and earlier works of the Dharmic Religions in that liberation Nirvana or Moksha is not attained
via unity with Brahman the Godhead , Self-realization or worship. A constant reincarnation cycle is
experienced until Moksha is obtained. You must be free to work to your full potential, so you can become the
best person in the world. He died at the age of eighty years old. Buddhists do not believe in the caste system.
The Buddha did not deny the existence of the popular gods of the Vedic pantheon, but rather argued that these
devas , who may be in a more exalted state than humans, are still nevertheless trapped in the same samsaric
cycle of suffering as other beings and are not necessarily worthy of veneration and worship. Every soul is
responsible for balancing their own dharma, the areas of dharma to balance are religious, social and within the
family.


