
STEPHEN KING ON WRITING A MEMOIR OF THE CRAFT SPARKNOTES

TO KILL

It has less direct, tactical advice than â€œOn Writing Wellâ€• but it caries you along On Writing by Stephen King The
adverb is not your friend, just kill them all!.

The first half of the book is memoir. As King says, however, the only way to improve is to read more! As a
child, he copied and slightly embellished the words fro comic books. Overdescription buries him or her in
details and images. I think that, when you read your manuscript over and when you talk it over , you'll see if
symbolism, or the potential for it, exists. Start writing something else in the meantime. Minimal predetermined
plot and letting the story develop. King advises writers to put down the first visualized details that come into
your mind â€” the priority is to keep the ball rolling. Your job in the second draft â€” one of them, anyway â€”
is to make that something even more clear. Keeps writing on current theme to keep the characters fresh. Plot
For King, the 3 elements to a story are narration, description and dialogue â€” meaning plot is not one of
them. You may need to add or delete scenes. Or criticize it. It contains a lot of the same advice you might find
in other writing books, but King adds his own personal touch and insight from his years of experience. Again,
I find this to be a generalization and not much more than a subjective view. Thin description leaves the reader
feeling bewildered and nearsighted. Good description usually consists of a few well-chosen details that will
stand for everything else. I never truckled. Hopefully my supply of coffee never runs out! If, however, one is
working under deadline - a school paper, a newspaper article, the SAT writing sample - that fear may be
intense.


