
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CONVERSION OF EMPEROR CONSTANTINE

During the reign of the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great (AD â€“), Christianity Whether Constantine sincerely
converted to Christianity or remained loyal to of History at the University at Albany, SUNY, Constantine's conversion was
just . With the exception of a short period of eclipse, Eusebius enjoyed the.

Civil wars, invasions, and disease were rending the empire so badly that the era is regarded as the Crisis of the
Third Century. Progress was bitty, hesitant, geographically patchy. After the death of his father in A. A typical
product of the military governing class of the later 3rd century, he was the son of Flavius Valerius
Constantius, an army officer, and his wife or concubine Helena. This edict made the empire officially neutral
with regard to religious worship; it neither made the traditional religions illegal nor made Christianity the state
religion , as occurred later with the Edict of Thessalonica of  Underneath was written, "In this sign, conquer.
When Maximian was rejected by his son, he joined Constantine in Gaul , only to betray Constantine and to be
murdered or forced to commit suicide  In , Constantine was asked to adjudicate in a North African dispute of
the Donatist sect who began by refusing obedience to any bishops who had yielded in any way to persecution,
later regarding all bishops but their own sect as utterly contaminated. Little else is known. Some were torn
apart by dogs, others burnt alive as human torches. The economy was suffering and inflation was rampant.
After this triumph, Constantine founded the city of Constantinople on the site of Byzantium. He had delayed
his baptismâ€”a common practice at the timeâ€”but now underwent the rite. In fact, his coinage and other
official motifs, until , had affiliated him with the pagan cult of Sol Invictus. The conversion was the result of
either a vision or a dream in which Christ directed him to fight under Christian standards, and his victory
apparently assured Constantine in his faith in a new god. He dreams of a common Christian symbol, the Greek
symbols chi and rho, an X with an R, which looks like a long P, drawn through the middle. Contemporary
pagan and Christian sources preserve other accusations levelled against the Christians. The cults of Bacchus
and of Magna Mater had also been suppressed. Christians were arrested, tortured, mutilated, burned, starved,
and condemned to gladiatorial contests to amuse spectators. More significantly, in he summoned the First
Council of Nicaea , effectively the first Ecumenical Council unless the Council of Jerusalem is so classified.
Sole Roman Emperor Constantine continued to proclaim his adherence to Christianity, and his reign
established influence over religious conflicts within the church. Her research interests include the history of
early Christianity, political thought, and the history of ideas. It was hardly surprising that a series of emperors
ordered savage empire-wide persecutions of the Christians. Constantine's Vision There are two accounts of
Constantine's conversion to Christianity. Perhaps to divert attention from the rumours, Nero ordered that
Christians should be rounded up and killed. Ancient Rome Spanning over a thousand years, ancient Rome was
a civilization of constant evolution. The reasons why individual Christians were persecuted in this period were
varied.


