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Raising income, therefore, should be a major priority. To help them support their children, nonresident parents
-- like resident parents -- should be guaranteed a minimum-wage job. Thus the evidence strongly suggests that
family disruption plays a causal role in lowering children's well-being see figure 2. The only way to get
around this problem is to guarantee a minimum wage job to all parents who are willing to work, regardless of
whether they live with their children. I agree with the general thrust of these proposals, at least in principle. Do
they depend on whether a single mother is widowed, divorced, or never married? Does Marriage Matter? It
required states to increase efforts to establish paternity at birth, to develop standards for setting and updating
awards, and to create mechanisms for withholding child support obligations from nonresident parents'
earnings. Over the long run, employment should increase a moth- er's earning power and self-esteem and
make her less dependent on government. The Clinton welfare reform proposal requires mothers on welfare to
seek employment after their child is one year old and sooner in some cases , and it offers them extensive
services to find and keep a job. As a result of Clinton's first budget, we now have a very good program, the
Earned Income Tax Credit EITC , for subsidizing the earnings of low-wage workers with children. The third
factor in the growth of single motherhood was a shift in social norms and values during the s that reduced the
stigma associated with divorce and nonmarital childbearing. Enforcing child support will not only increase the
income of single mothers but also sends a strong message to men that if they father a child they become
responsible for supporting that child for at least 18 years. Children who grow up with only one of their
biological parents nearly always the mother are disadvantaged across a broad array of outcomes. Increasing
numbers of young adults are living together and delaying marriage. The evidence, however, does not show
that family disruption is the principal cause of high school failure, poverty, and delinquency. At the other end
of the continuum, children from disadvantaged backgrounds neither parent graduated from high school have a
bleak future, regardless of whether they live with one or both parents. Parents contemplating divorce need to
be informed about the risks to their children if their marriage breaks up. Mothers often find their authority
undermined by the separation and consequently have more difficulty controlling their children. Instead of
getting tough on mothers, we should demand more of fathers. In , only 0. There is no reason why we cannot
do the same for the young. Strategies for helping these families, therefore, must include those aimed at
preventing family breakup and sustaining family resources as well as those aimed at compensating children for
the loss of parental time and income. The costs of raising children must be distributed more equally between
men and women and between parents and nonparents. The most likely to be uninsured are the working poor.
Education Children from single-parent families have lower education attainments than children from
two-parent families. In a study of adolescents, those from single-parent families have been found to engage in
greater and earlier sexual activity. Health care and child care are two areas in which poor two-parent families
receive less government help than well-off two-parent families and impoverished single-parent families. One
survey asked high school students whether their parents helped them with their school work and supervised
their social activities. Under a reformed system, the benefits would go to individuals, and both parents in a
two-parent family would be eligible for a subsidy if their earnings were very low. Today, changes in social
norms continue to influence the formation of families by making new generations of young adults less trustful
of the institution of marriage. When parents live apart, children see their fathers a lot less. The benefit should
be conditional on having a court-ordered child support award, so that single mothers have an incentive to
obtain an award, and it should be implemented in conjunction with automatic wage withholding so that fathers
cannot shirk their responsibility. Increases in welfare cannot explain why single motherhood grew among
more advantaged women. In our study, we found that family disruption has the most harmful effects among
Hispanics and least among blacks. But to make any progress, we had best know what those are.


