
WRITING A LIT REVIEW PAPER

A literature review is a survey of scholarly sources (such as books, journal articles, and theses) on a particular topic. It
gives an overview of key.

These are not different from the literature review sections described above; however, they are not followed by
experimental data. Identify new ways to interpret prior research. However, progression of time may still be an
important factor in a thematic review. Here are a few other sections you might want to consider: Current
Situation: Information necessary to understand the topic or focus of the literature review. In other words, a
complete understanding the research problem requires you to deliberately examine how knowledge and
perspectives have changed over time. What are the key theories, models and methods? If the same thing is
being said, just by different people, then this likely demonstrates that the research problem has hit a
conceptual dead end. Structure and Writing Style I. What sources have they cited to support their conclusions?
Our quick guide to proofreading offers some useful tips and tricks! But more authentic thematic reviews tend
to break away from chronological order. This means that you will not just simply list your sources and go into
detail about each one of them, one at a time. What are you searching the literature to discover? Dissertation
literature review If the literature review is part of your thesis or dissertation, show how your research
addresses gaps and contributes new knowledge, or discuss how you have drawn on existing theories and
methods to build a framework for your research. Is contrary data considered or is certain pertinent information
ignored to prove the author's point? Narrative reviews are usually organized as follows: Introduction that
establishes the context of the field of research and the topic of the review Body is normally used for describing
the different themes under the main topic by dividing them into different subheadings. Conclusion In the
conclusion, you should summarize the key findings you have taken from the literature and emphasize their
significance. Problem formulation -- which topic or field is being examined and what are its component
issues? Selection Methods: the criteria you used to select and perhaps exclude sources in your literature
review. Please do not use this list as a model for the format of your own reference list, as it may not match the
citation style you are using. The US National Park system became the dominant paradigm for analyzing
relations between conservation, nationhood and nationalism. Or the review might focus on the fundraising
impact of the Internet on a particular political party. The goal is to deliberately document, critically evaluate,
and summarize scientifically all of the research about a clearly defined research problem. For instance, first
you would talk about the British biological studies of the 18th century, then about Moby Dick, published in ,
then the book on sperm whales in other art , and finally the biology articles s and the recent articles on
American whaling of the 19th century. Step 4: Write your literature review Like any other academic text, your
literature review should have an introduction , a main body, and a conclusion. Review not just what scholars
are saying, but how are they saying it. By trend: A better way to organize the above sources chronologically is
to examine the sources under another trend, such as the history of whaling. Search the Web of Science [a.
Academic Skills Centre. For example, what might cultural anthropologists say about the continuing conflict in
the Middle East? How does the publication contribute to your understanding of the topic? Narrative reviews
These are theoretical discussions of relevant information on a particular topic and its critical analysis.
Thinking About Your Literature Review The structure of a literature review should include the following: An
overview of the subject, issue, or theory under consideration, along with the objectives of the literature review,
Division of works under review into themes or categories [e. Systematic reviews can be accompanied with
Meta-analysis which involves statistical analysis of the included studies to increase the power of the results.
Use evidence In the example above, the writers refer to several other sources when making their point. For
example, a book surveying the history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict may include a chapter on the role
Egypt has played in mediating the conflict, or look in the index for the pages where Egypt is mentioned in the
text.


