
MAJOR STAGES OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT FROM 1955 TO 1970

The civil rights movement was a struggle for justice and equality for African These events helped set the stage for
grass-roots initiatives to enact racial equality On December 1, , a year-old woman named Rosa Parks found a signed
the Civil Rights Act of into law, the first major civil rights.

The boycott continued for days and was very effective. Boston: Houghton Mifflin,  The resultant widespread
public outrage impelled the Kennedy administration to intervene more forcefully in the negotiations between
the white business community and the SCLC. Still, the students faced continual harassment and prejudice. He
was deemed a racial agitator by the Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission, was convicted of a crime he
didn't commit, and was sentenced to seven years in jail. They brought with them a much more energetic and
broad-based style than the more legalistic approach of groups such as the NAACP. The Little Rock Nine
returned on September 23, but were met with violence. Unable to travel farther, the original riders were
replaced by a second group of 10, partly organized by the SNCC , originating in Nashville. James Meredith
walking to class accompanied by U. The Civil Rights Act of prohibited such cases of racial discrimination and
guaranteed equal access to public accommodations regardless of race or color. Literacy tests, poll taxes and
other such requirements that were used to restrict black voting were made illegal. John Lewis was knocked
unconscious and dragged to safety, while at least 16 other marchers were hospitalized. Timeline of the
American Civil Rights Movement Share: Facebook Twitter The civil rights movement came to national
prominence in the United States during the mids and continued to challenge racial segregation and
discrimination through the s. The occupation lasted six weeks and ended when bulldozers arrived and mowed
down Resurrection City on June  By , the Civil Rights Movement was growing fragmented, less interracial,
and less committed to nonviolence. This riot eventually spread to Bedford-Stuyvesant, the main black
neighborhood in Brooklyn. When they returned the next day to find that convention organizers had removed
the previous day's empty seats, the MFDP delegates stood huddled together and sang freedom songs. Board of
Education as well as the repercussions of Brown in political cartoons, the Little Rock desegregation crisis, and
the success and failures of school desegregation in the fifty years since Brown:. On November 14, the
Supreme Court ruled segregated seating was unconstitutional. King compared the antiwar movement to the
civil rights movement and denounced U. On September 3, , nine black students, known as the Little Rock
Nine , arrived at Central High School to begin classes but were instead met by the Arkansas National Guard
on order of Governor Orval Faubus and a screaming, threatening mob. The group was confronted by violence
in South Carolina, and, on May 14, when one bus stopped to change a slashed tire, the vehicle was firebombed
and the Freedom Riders were beaten. Today, blacks make up a majority of the police departments in
municipalities such as Baltimore, Washington, New Orleans, Atlanta, Newark, and Detroit. An enormous
success, the program tripled the number of eligible black voters on St. This campaign came to a successful end
when many signs of segregation at Birmingham businesses came down and public places became accessible to
people of all races. The abuse of illegal drugs remains a blight in poor black neighborhoods, but statistics now
show that whites and Hispanics are just as likely, if not more so, to experiment with drugs. Civil Rights
Leaders Assassinated The civil rights movement had tragic consequences for two of its leaders in the late s. In
Anniston, Alabama , one bus was firebombed and its passengers forced to flee for their lives. The sit-in grew
in the following weeks with protestors taking every seat in the establishment and spilling out of the store. The
ascending black militancy emboldened blacks with confidence to unleash their long-contained anger at law
enforcement officials. They often required them to take voter literacy tests that were confusing, misleading
and nearly impossible to pass. To him, the phrase was "an unfortunate choice of words for a slogan. On
September 9, , President Eisenhower signed the Civil Rights Act of into law, the first major civil rights
legislation since Reconstruction. Television captured a host of striking scenes, some of them showing assaults
and arrests of black children, and relayed those images to a stunned national audience. The case made its way
to the Supreme Court, which reversed their conviction. The Black Panthers launched numerous community
programs that offered such services as tuberculosis testing, legal aid, transportation assistance, and free shoes
to poor people. King led his followers to kneel in prayer and then he unexpectedly turned back. Escalating
white violence in the South disheartened proponents of racial justice during the s. In eerily quiet Montgomery,
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Alabama, a mob charged another busload of riders, knocking John Lewis unconscious with a crate and
smashing Life Magazine photographer Don Urbrock in the face with his own camera. Martin Luther King Jr.
The campaign, however, was faltering at this time, as the movement was running out of demonstrators who
were willing to risk being jailed. At a time of high racial tension, massive Klan presence and official rampant
abuses of the black citizenry, Williams was recognized as a dynamic leader and key figure in the American
South where he promoted a combination of nonviolence with armed self-defense, authoring the widely read
"Negroes With Guns" in  Kennedy dispatched enough force to make Governor Wallace step aside, thereby
allowing the enrollment of two black students.


