
THE THEMES OF SOCIAL OBLIGATIONS AND CLASS IN THE GOD OF

SMALL THINGS A NOVEL BY ARUNDHATI ROY

In The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy, the novel takes place in postcolonial India where an outlawed caste
system still dictates India' society.

Although the twins are prejudiced against her because they have been so insistently instructed about how to
behave when she arrives, she manages to win them over. They are not just two words haphazardly added
together, but rather they are almost like short poems. Preservation Many characters try to preserve old
memories and traditions in the novel, but Roy also portrays the inevitable march of change through small
shifts in the status quo. She persuades her parents to let her spend a summer with a distant aunt in Calcutta.
What does this say about the importance of social rules versus family bonds? En route to the airport to pick up
Margaret and Sophie, the family visits a theater. Today: India has one of the largest and fastest-growing
economies in the world, and the trend towards privatization continues. Rahel and Estha, now 31, are reunited
for the first time since they were children. Roy wrote her novel in the early s, during a period in which Rajiv
Gandhi was assassinated by a Sri Lankan Tamil in while campaigning for an election that political analysts
believe he would have won. Much of The God of Small Things is written in a kind of free indirect discourse, a
style where the third-person narrator partly perceives the world in the childlike way that young Estha and
Rahel do. And if so, whoâ€¦ This novel utilises a series of flashbacks which, fragment the story, in which the
twins reminisce about their childhood. In chapter 14, Chacko visits Comrade Pillai and asks him about
Velutha. Estha comes home, goes upstairs, and takes off his clothes to wash them while Rahel watches. Tepid
river waters bloated with dead finish mirror the encroachment of the industrial machine, as does the hypnotic
quality of the satellite dish holding the Kochamma house hostage. And even though, after reading this book,
one might sense the quality of writing of this gifted novelist, it might take a second, and maybe even a third,
reading before one can actually pay attention to the underlying style that makes this novel so invigorating to
read. For more information on choosing credible sources for your paper, check out this blog post. Dust is
gritty and dry, like the weather she is trying to depict. He was an alcoholic, and she divorced him when he
started to be violent toward her and her children. In chapter 15, Velutha swims across the river to the History
House. The Untouchables were considered polluted beings. While the family is awaiting the arrival of Sophie
Mol and her family at the airport, Estha and Rahel are misbehaving. Another is that conventional society
somehow seeks to destroy real love, which is why love in the novel is consistently connected to loss, death,
and sadness. Although Sophie Mol never takes to Indian culture, she does make a great effort with the twins
before she accidentally falls into the river and drowns. And nope, we don't source our examples from our
editing service! She eventually went to architectural school and married a fellow student, Gerard Da Cunha.
Complete monopoly. She grows tired of his squalor within a year, however, and divorces him around the time
that their daughter is born. Not only do these words refer to sounds, they also provoke a sense of movement.
Roy is sensitive to the distorted world that children must plow through, hoping to find their way. One
technique she employs is the capitalization of certain words and phrases to give them significance. This
trauma, in addition to the trauma of being shipped or "Returned" to Calcutta to live with his father, contributes
to Estha's becoming mute at some point in his childhood. Narasimha Rao. In the following essay, Trudell
discusses the significance of the sexual encounters between Rahel and Estha, and Ammu and Velutha.


