
ACADEMIC WRITING STYLE INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY

As the academic semester gets underway, we talked to three senior colleagues our three colleagues agreed: students
often waste the introduction. and are sometimes written in a style which is meant to sound intellectual.

The topic may be exact or rather broad these will come up closer to the final years of your studies , in the latter
case you will have to narrow it down according to your interest. Before you can write a clear and coherent
sociology paper, you need a firm understanding of the assumptions and expectations of the discipline.
Different traditions within sociology tend to favor one side of the equation over the other, with some focusing
on the agency of individual actors and others on structural factors. Because you can approach a subject from
several different perspectives, it is important to decide early how you plan to focus your analysis and then
stick with that perspective throughout your paper. Just because your second cousin was able to climb the
ladder from poverty to the executive boardroom does not prove that the American class system is open. But
these distinctions are not just important if you have to collect your own data for your paper. The American
Sociological Association style guide presents the fundamentals of sociological writing. These are just general
examples of how sociological study of a single topic can vary. Please do not use this list as a model for the
format of your own reference list, as it may not match the citation style you are using. Three common errors
regularly stand out: throat clearing sentences e. Above all else, remember that your opinion alone is not
sufficient support for a sociological argument. These assignments are still primarily informal but require more
guidelines for format, structure, and style that are appropriate to sociology. Such decisions will reflect
maturity and consideration in your written work, and it is these which will truly impress a reader. Or you
might choose to focus on social structures or organizations. The qualitative researcher would see how people
act out their beliefs, and how these beliefs interact with the beliefs of others as well as the constraints of the
organization. Brief, or list-like, writings about a topic. In some ways theory application is like making an
analogy. As a student in Sociology, you will regularly engage in various types of writing. However, you
cannot trust this job to just anybody. Instead, you will want to choose a happy medium, one that is not obvious
but that allows you to give a developed analysis of the case using the theory you chose. Essays that ping-pong
from one idea to another, and then back to the original idea, indicate that the student has not really thought
their argument through. Although each of these three arguments seems quite different, they all share one
common feature: they assume exactly what they need to be explaining. You should present the main turns of
your argument clearly, so as to reach a natural conclusion. The unit of analysis will determine much of what
will qualify as relevant evidence in your work. An outline is where you list all the subtopics that you plan to
cover within each section of your essay. Keep it in mind as you think about your own writing. Sociology
applies objective and systematic methods of investigation to identify patterns and forms of social life and to
understand the processes of development and change in human societies. You will begin with a critical review
of the literature and use this review as a basis for forming your research question. Units of analysis Given that
social life is so complex, you need to have a point of entry into studying this world.


