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Kudos, Mr. And humans grew ever more efficient at catching cod. Cod recipes, dating from the twelfth
century to the twentieth century, chronologically break up the chapters. The director of that country's national
library countered with a treatise on cod-head-eating's social values, such as the ancient Icelandic belief that it
increases intelligence. So long as newer fishing techniques yielded bigger catches it did not seem that the
stocks were being depleted. Countries went to fish war over cod and sanctions ensued, particularly a battle
between Iceland and the UK in the s. The abundance of fish catches were not related to the population size, so
much as they exemplified the efficiency of steam ship trawlers to access untouched, healthy populations in
remote waters. By the s, Kurlansky notes, fish stocks were already showing signs of depletion in the North
Sea. Politics abound when it comes to fishing and those who pull cod from the water are affected like no other.
I am completely hooked and have a few more of your books to explore in the not too distant future. In Part
One, it is not clear how several boiled cod recipes are relevant. As a result, populations were able to rebound.
Cod also fed the Union Army. Rather, the colonists demanded the right to make money via the right to sell
cod. Nature is being reduced to precious demonstrations for entertainment and education, something far less
natural than hunting. The bloodthirsty band pushed on to Greenland. Rest assured, a non-fish eater though I
am, I was astounded with all that came from this piece, and the impact cod has had on the world for over two
thousand years. This is likely some of the most disturbing parts of the narrative, as it pulls in the seal hunt and
the economic livelihood of thousands of families and is only another example of how large corporations
destroyed the little man for their own greed. In Canada, the necessary regulations arrived too late and the
fisherman were left to wait. By , British fishermen were fighting the Hanseatic League in the first of history's
many cod wars. In Norway, the politicians were able to severely limit the catch and change the industry when
the fish were still commercially viable. But the species is stable only if each female, in her lifetime, produces
at least two offspring that survive. They also serve as a constant reminder of the longevity of this staple food
in daily life. Mark Kurlansky Walker "Not a whale, nothing," says a cod fisherman in Petty Harbor,
Newfoundland, squinting forlornly out into the Atlantic, toward Ireland. The Vikings air-dried the fish to
survive voyages made to America between and , the medieval Basques established themselves as whalers by
trading and salt-curing cod, and the British fought the first cod war in  They did not know how to farm, either.
At the turn of the 19th century, the human perception of the abundance of cod dictated alterations within
fishing practices. The further Kurlansky builds his argument, however, the recipes become shards of evidence
of an unimaginable time when cod was, indeed, abundant. Fortunately, they became proficient at pillaging
their Indian neighbors' food caches. This has, at least in the Canadian example, forced multi-generational
fishing families to turn to financial assistance for subsistence, their pride decimated. One would be remiss to
simply accept that cod are a food, for anything that can be sold will surely have a price tag and a profit. While
it does lend a new perspective on the conflict, it neglects other reasons for British defeat such as the vast
territory the army had to cover in the colonies, so distant from Great Britain. Throughout his piece, Kurlansky
shows just how desired salted cod became, in all corners of the world. Kurlansky has such a way with his
storytelling that the reader finds themselves in the middle of the story before realising how much time has
passed.


