
THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION OF ACT I AND II OF THE PLAY

HAMLET

The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, often shortened to Hamlet is a tragedy written by William Shakespeare
sometime between and Set in Denmark, the play depicts Prince Hamlet and his revenge against his One such example
is the centuries-old debate about Hamlet's hesitation to kill his uncle, which.

Significantly, though, these intrigues are represented as very clumsy, if not stupid. He entreats Hamlet to
avenge his death, but to spare Gertrude, to let Heaven decide her fate. What if the Ghost is not a true spirit, but
rather an agent of the devil sent to tempt him? Brutus is disqualified for action by his moral idealism, his
student-like habits, his capacity for dealing with abstractions rather than with men and things. If so, how?
Before he dies, Laertes tells Hamlet that because Hamlet has already been cut with the same sword, he too will
shortly die. Claudius agrees. Ophelia , distraught over her father's death and Hamlet's behavior, drowns while
singing sad love songs bemoaning the fate of a spurned lover. It is believed by some critics that the quarto of
is merely an imperfect report of the play as we find it in the edition of the year after; but there are some
material differences which cannot thus be explained. It has been rightly named a tragedy of thought, and in
this respect as well as others takes its place beside Julius Caesar. Kaiser,  Shakespeare has layered this speech
so carefully and so vertiginously that it might be helpful simply to bracket out the several planes of meaning
on which it operates. There is no Hamlet. Having thus prepared Reynaldo to spy on his son, Polonius sends
him off. He instructs Reynaldo very precisely in the method of obtaining this information. And while Hamlet
is fond of pointing out questions that cannot be answered because they concern supernatural and metaphysical
matters, the play as a whole chiefly demonstrates the difficulty of knowing the truth about other
peopleâ€”their guilt or innocence, their motivations, their feelings, their relative states of sanity or insanity.
Claudius declares his approval of this message and says that he will consider its details anon. Shakespeare
makes it clear that the stakes riding on some of these questions are enormousâ€”the actions of these characters
bring disaster upon an entire kingdom. This is the world in which Shakespeare places his characters. In the
midst of the sword fight, however, Laertes drops his poisoned sword. Ophelia he regards as no more loyal or
honest to him than his mother had been to her dead husband. Here are two moments among many, then, where
Shakespeare refers outside of the play, to the reality of London stage culture where, in fact, the play is actually
taking place, at the time of its first performances. Naturally sensitive, he receives a painful shock from the
hasty second marriage of his mother; already the springs of faith and joy in his nature are embittered; then
follows the terrible discovery of his father's murder with the injunction laid upon him to revenge the crime;
upon this again follow the repulses which he receives from Ophelia. Themes discussed in the plot include
indecision, seeking revenge and retribution, deception, ambition, loyalty and fate. His language is dazzling,
full of wild puns, inventive jokes, and succinct and strong observations â€” sheer mastery. The old play may
have been one of the bloody tragedies of revenge among which we find Titus Andronicus and the Spanish
Tragedy , and it would be characteristic of Shakespeare that he should refine the motives and spirit of the
drama, so as to make the duty of vengeance laid upon Hamlet a painful burden which he is hardly able to
support. The ghost of Hamlet's father appears to him and tells him that Claudius has poisoned him. Partly to
baffle them, partly to create a veil behind which to seclude his true self, partly because his whole moral nature
is indeed deeply disordered, he assumes the part of one whose wits have gone astray. Hamlet the play by
William Shakespeare. Public and critical success quickly followed, and Shakespeare eventually became the
most popular playwright in England and part-owner of the Globe Theater. Finally enraged, Hamlet stabs
Claudius with the poisoned sword and then pours the last of the poisoned wine down the King's throat. It
seems that Shakespeare is blurring the lines between theatricality and reality. He plays the role of the
melancholic madman almost as though Polonius is a gullible audience member.


