
AN ANALYSIS OF YOU ARE ASKED TO WITNESS

The an analysis of you are asked to witness expert testimony of a forensic expert witness would be meant to provide an
analysis of. You should also tell the.

When the photo lineup is presented to the witness, there should be instruction by the investigator that the
suspect of the investigation may or may not be in this photo lineup i. You should have a note of the number of
that production. If you want to establish a fact in evidence you should, when cross examining, think in terms
of simply putting it to the witness for agreement. But in many cases the witness may be trying to give
evidence in a straightforward way and be perfectly willing to give evidence which supports your case, if asked
in a straightforward fashion. But, in every case, ways have to be found to keep the witness to the relevant
topic. For example, it is not uncommon for an examiner, trying to seem friendly, to slip into a conversational
style. Eye Witnesses and Corroborative Witnesses As discussed in previous chapters, evidence can be
classified as either direct evidence indirect circumstantial evidence. The police investigator will use the
content of that statement as a reference document in the construction of search warrants and in support of
reasonable grounds for belief to lay an arrest. In these types of cases, it may be difficult to protect the identity
of a witness, and assurances of protection of the witness can be subject to jurisdictional or organizational
limitations of witness protection resources. In fact, DIY litigants usually avoid the difficulties which many
lawyers create for themselves when faced with experts. In taking statements from witnesses, the investigator
must be satisfied that a witness who claims to have seen an event has adequate vision to make that
observation. When you see the word "was" or "were" look for an underlying action. If it was worth asking
what the weather was like at the time, the witness should be pressed to answer the question. Where the issues
are of importance, composite questions make it extremely difficult to tie the witness down. Things change and
if you are stuck to a script you may indeed be stuck. If you find that you simply cannot get the witness to
answer open questions you may have to move to more leading questions. You sometimes have to show that he
has forgotten the proper role of an expert and has being doing his best to help his own side by stretching
matters as far as he can. Some inexperienced lawyers seem to think this is what it is all about. Any person can
be compelled to attend court as a witness by way of issuing a subpoena. To a certain degree, the court will
allow such evidence and opinions of common knowledge from non-expert witnesses; however, a witness may
be challenged on their observations, and it is best to understand any misperceptions in advance. When a
witness supplies this type of information without being prompted, it can be an indicator of personal
involvement in the criminal event. It is, at best, embarrassing to answer an easy question and then realise you
do not want to be caught by a subsequent more difficult one. In the Land Court they are normally invited to sit
at a table rather than go into any box because it is usual to have to make reference to plans and documents.
Fortunately, party litigants are usually more realistic. Under Sec 11 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms , an accused person cannot be compelled to testify at his or her own trial. But he might agree, for
example, that the real issues in the case now appear to be outside his main area of expertise. Until you are used
to thinking about and transforming data in documents directly into the EB format, noting the actions on a
document is helpful, because you gain a working knowledge of the many ways actions are expressed, and your
work and decisions can be reviewed readily. An investigator may determine that the evidence of a witness is
credible and can be used in the development of forming reasonable grounds or, alternately, they may find that
the credibility of the witness cannot be established, and the evidence cannot be used in the development of
reasonable grounds to take action. In effect, you are telling the witness what you think the fact is and asking
him to confirm it. To establish the competency of either a child or a person of limited mental capacity,
conducting a careful witness credibility assessment will be helpful for the prosecution in meeting challenges to
competency. In most cases, you will be required, yourself, to give evidence about some issues of fact. An
affidavit is a written statement, usually prepared by a solicitor from information the witness has given, and
then formally completed by the witness taking an oath that it is true. Topic 2: Witness Types Once the identity
of a witness has been determined, an investigator needs to establish an understanding of the witness
classification.


