
WRITING A UNIVERSITY SCIENTIFIC REPORT TEMPLATE

A scientific report is a document that describes the process, progress, and or results of The Method should include such
things as sample size, apparatus or .

In your science classes, they may be called Lab Reports. Discuss possible reasons for expected and
unexpected findings. For each experiment or procedure: Briefly describe experiment without detail of
Methods section a sentence or two. For guidance on formatting citations, please see the UNC Libraries citation
tutorial. In the example above, the independent variable is the temperature of the solvent, and the dependent
variable is the rate of solubility. Justify your hypothesis You need to do more than tell your readers what your
hypothesis is; you also need to assure them that this hypothesis was reasonable, given the circumstances. Was
the hypothesis supported? To return to the examples regarding solubility, you could end by reflecting on what
your work on solubility as a function of temperature tells us potentially about solubility in general. Results
How do I write a strong Results section? The one above merely illustrates a common approach to organizing
material. Although the Abstract comes first in a report, it is best to write it last, after you have the results and
conclusions. Brief statements of the results in the text without repeating the data in the graphs and tables. To
make sure you know enough to write the report, complete the following steps: What are we hoping to learn
from this experiment? Consult your lab supervisor as you perform the lab. Briefly explain the general type of
scientific procedure you used. Executive Summary This would be situated at the beginning of the report before
the Abstract. Give your table a title. The independent variable is what you manipulate to test the reaction; the
dependent variable is what changes as a result of your manipulation. Provides appropriate background
information that justifies why the study is worth doing. Be selective, not exhaustive, in choosing studies to cite
and amount of detail to include. Acknowledgement of any assistance received. Order procedures
chronologically or by type of procedure subheaded and chronologically within type. For each major result:
Describe the patterns, principles, relationships your results show. The Abstract The guidelines below address
issues to consider when writing an abstract What is the report about, in miniature and without specific details?
Summarize the most important findings at the beginning. Even such basic, outside-the-lab observations can
help you justify your hypothesis as reasonable. Later, of course, you can go back and fill in any part of the
procedure you inadvertently overlooked. Results Section The section below offers some questions asked for
effective results sections in scientific reports. Davis, M. Massive quantities of data or raw data not refined
statistically can be presented in appendices. The following will be included in your Results: Pictures and
spectra. Figures How do I include figures in my report? What conclusions can you draw? For a journal article,
include, for example, genus, species, strain of organisms; their source, living conditions, and care; and sources
manufacturer, location of chemicals and apparatus. Most Results sections feature three distinct parts: text,
tables, and figures. Date: The date when the paper was submitted. These reports often follow the pattern
explained here and as shown in the figure to the right, though the section titles and organization can vary by
discipline or type of information you're reporting. Lack of organization: The introduction does not follow the
structure listed above. Make comparisons and describe trends when appropriate e. Use the Discussion section
of the report for these. Includes only relevant information related to the crucial concepts of the study. A brief
reference to the Materials and Methods. Materials and Methods Experimental The Materials and Methods,
sometimes called Experimental, is a description of the materials and procedures used - what was done and
how. Some writers and readers prefer different structures for the Introduction. In any event, both professional
researchers and undergraduates need to connect the background material overtly to their own work.


