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I take your point. The truth of the laboratory scientist, standing outside and looking in? Trade is always
capable of reaching more people than primary production. The relationship he called intersubjectivity. He
formally studied philosophy and history at the University of Berlin, but Simmel was interested in a wide
variety of topics including psychology, anthropology, economics, and sociology. The concept of the stranger
has found relatively wide usage in the subsequent sociological literature and it is utilized by many sociologists
ranging from Robert Park [5] to Zygmunt Bauman. The stranger, he says, comes today and stays tomorrow.
Once this experience of singularity wanes, an estrangement sets inâ€”it is hard to say whether as cause or
effect. This mobility, which occurs within the confines of a given community, contains the synthesis of
closeness and distance that formally constitutes the stranger. He comes into contact only with individuals, and
is not organically connected to familial, local, or occupational networks. When people travel to foreign places
to buy what they need, they become foreign tradesmen in those regions. Turner ed. Simmel remains one of the
most creative, wide-ranging, and prescient thinkers in social theory and, because of this, his writings continue
to inspire. Like any other such category, it obliges or enables individuals to occupy specific discursive
positions, our place in society. Simmel in Wolff [] 16For his account of sociation to be adequate, he developed
a precisely-defined interpretative repertoire. Or the truth of a participant in an event, standing inside looking
out? Bacon, More, Vico and Montesquieu are just some of those cited as precursors of what would later be
known as anthropology and sociology. Since he is not rooted in the particularities and biases of the
community, he stands apart from it, in an attitude of objectivity. His actions are not bound by habit, piety, or
precedent. Chicago: Univ. Objectivity, remember, is not non-engagement; it is rather a positive and specific
kind of engagement, much like the objectivity of a theoretical observation, which does not turn the mind into a
passive tabula rasa upon which objects merely become imprinted. How can we come to know the past, and
others, and the pasts of others? And not only did he produce numerous non-academic publications, which
people actually read, he dealt with topics which, while entirely consistent with his heavy-duty theorising, were
shockingly trivial to his more solemn colleagues: the sociology of the meal, the sociology of flirting, of smell,
of fashion. Personal relationships are shaped not just by certain commonalities and differences, abstractly
considered, but by their existence in this particular relationship. What is the ultimate aim of science: to explain
the world, or to interpret it? Despite his brilliance as a writer and teacher, despite the admiration and support
he received from the most eminent minds of his time, despite a truly international reputation, he failed to
obtain a university professorship until the very end of his life, in , when it was too late. This situation becomes
exacerbated once such particularized regulationsâ€”necessarily limited, given their rigid irreversibilityâ€”are
eradicated and all strangers pay the same poll tax. This is not an aloofness that lacks involvement but rather a
curious combination of closeness and distance, of detachment and engagement. Studying these structures is a
perfectly valid concern and constitutes the greater part of mainstream sociology from Durkheim and Weber
onwards. The stranger is connected to the broader social community by only the most general and generic
commonalities, yet is still relied on by large groups of people. But Simmel preferred to focus on the behaviour
which produced and maintained them, interaction as the matrix of the social. He borrowed another term from
contemporary chemistry: the dyad. But the identities in question must be social identities, not individual
identities or otherwise he would fall into the idiographic trap â€” unique events and actors, with no possibility
of making general laws. Though the stranger may come to be on intimate terms with many of his neighbors,
he is perceived as being of a mobile, unstable character because of his dependence on intermediary trade,
which often becomes sublimated into pure money tradeâ€”i. The truth or their truth? Associated Writing out
Loud:. His all-round brilliance certainly seems to have offended specialists in some of the fields he touched on
so fruitfully. Despite his peripheral status, the stranger remains an essential part of the community. In tax
matters, every other citizen was a property owner, whose tax could fluctuate accordingly. Maybe this is a more
widespread or a more insurmountable sense of strangeness than the strangeness that manifests as being wholly
different and unfathomable. Modernity and Ambivalence. The stranger may also be someone we turn to,
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paradoxically, as a close confidant because their social distance from us prevents them from judging us too
harshly. See also:. He was an intense lecturer and a showman at the podium, and his lectures were
well-attended by students and members of the general public.


