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Cuban Missile Crisis John F. Kennedy's greatest triumph as President of the United States came in , as the world's two
largest superpowers, the Soviet.

This allows our team to focus on improving the library and adding new essays. Given the rigorous demands of
a Party leadership highly intolerant of unorthodox formulations and views, even occasional hints that Soviet
perceptions of the United States may be changing must be considered as politically significant, and perhaps
carry with them important policy implications. The ultimate dread is that economic collapse will result in
fascism. Noting the existence of internal divergences and even conflicts of interestâ€”hence the need for a
"coordinator"â€”questions naturally arise regarding the various interests involved, alternative interpretations
and leaderships, and the factors influencing policy choices, i. Once regarded as essentially united, both in
terms of views and interests, the American leadership is now seen to be internally divided. The Soviet leaders,
it is feared, are thus being led to the conclusion that the United States is gradually being turned into a "paper
tiger. With the loss of confidence in the infallibility of American society, the "myth of the 'American era'" was
discredited. What hooks you? In these conditions the extensive development of military spending inevitably
resulted in an "overheated" economy. The American business community is now seen as internally divided
between a relatively small group of major corporationsâ€”about 10 percent of the total according to Arbatov's
figuresâ€”who have an immediate stake in international tension and a stepping-up of the arms raceâ€”and a
large number from the non-military sector of the economy, who regard high levels of defense spending with
considerable misgivings. Kibin does not guarantee the accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of the essays in
the library; essay content should not be construed as advice. Thus, for example, Anatoly Gromyko has written
that the interests of the large monopolies are the very compass by which the United States government is
guided in its activities. These findings will be examined in the context of domestic Soviet political
arrangements. The following day, the Soviet leader sent a letter proposing that the USSR would dismantle its
missiles in Cuba if the Americans removed their missile installations in Turkey. But Kennedy ultimately
decided on a more measured approach. According to one group of Soviet economists, IBM and other such
giant American firms "control approximately 95 percent of the world's production of computers. The research
on which this study is based was supported by a research contract jointly funded by the U. Soviet analysts still
fear that economic instability will give rise to political instability, which could well work to the benefit of
conservative, right-wing elements. Traditional views regarding the "predatory nature" of capitalist society
have, therefore, been revised. In fact, another legacy of the crisis was that it convinced the Soviets to increase
their investment in an arsenal of intercontinental ballistic missiles capable of reaching the U. A major reason
why intervention in Vietnam produced such serious consequences for the American economy, according to
one writer, was its poor timing. Facts, however, are stubborn things. While there is general agreement on these
basic facts, there is little consensus on their implications. All Mileikovsky can find comfort in is the recent
concern for the "quality of life" and the growing consumer movement, which he sees as evidence of a new
militant spirit aimed against the ideals of the consumer society. Eisenhower told Kennedy that "the failure of
the Bay of Pigs will embolden the Soviets to do something that they would otherwise not do. If the function of
the state is to protect the "long-term," "general" interests of the system "as a whole," the political leadership
can embark on a course which conflicts with the "short-term," "narrow," interests of specific corporate groups.
It "gave rise at first to unjustified hopes of a rapid overthrow of American imperialism, but that was followed
by disillusionment. And nope, we don't source our examples from our editing service! The Crisis of Bourgeois
Society Soviet accounts of socio-political developments in the United States in the late s and early s take a
predictable turn. Stalin himself was an admirer of American economic efficiencyâ€”which he hoped to
combine with "Russian revolutionary sweep. When in the latter s the anti-Vietnam war protest movement
turned from sit-ins to massive demonstrations, American society was seen to be in serious disarray. First, in
the view of most Soviet analysts, such potential for oppositional activity as may then have existed was
weakened by internal divisions within the ranks of the system's adversaries. Weighing the Options From the
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outset of the crisis, Kennedy and ExCom determined that the presence of Soviet missiles in Cuba was
unacceptable. The writings of the Soviet Amerikanisty are both richer in detail and more sophisticated in
analysis. Spreading "negro riots," the "very acute" problem of youth alienation often referred to as the
"disillusionment of the most sensitive elements in American bourgeois society" , the "rapid increase" in crime,
drug addiction, immorality and pornography, the problems of the "sick" American economy, declining growth
rates, inflation, growing unemployment were mounting in intensity. As is true for divergences among Soviet
views themselves, these various assessments of Soviet beliefs about the United States have importantâ€”and
very differentâ€”policy implications. In a television broadcast on October 22, , the president notified
Americans about the presence of the missiles, explained his decision to enact the blockade and made it clear
that the U. Thus, once regarded as the motive force behind the aggressive policies of the United States, the
class interests of American big business are now seen to be behind Washington's more moderate stance.
Clearly, despite occasional difficulties, the productivity of the American economy is very highly regarded; it is
the United States which sets the standards which are to be "overtaken and surpassed. As Dalin has observed,
Technical progress will continue and, on this basis, fixed capital will be replaced and expanded and industrial
investments will increase. In the words of N. The capitalist economy as a whole is thus believed to have a
vested interest in international tension and the arms race.


