
THE EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

Benjamin Franklin was born on 17 Milk Street, Boston, Massachusetts Bay. Unfortunately he had to cut his education
short as his father could not afford paying.

The New England Courant was a liberal newspaper publishing humorous articles and cartoons against the
colonial government. When the New Jersey militia stripped William Franklin of his post as royal governor and
imprisoned him in , his father chose not to intercede on his behalf. Ben had sixteen brothers and sisters and
was the youngest boy in the family. His mother was Abiah Folger, a home maker. Not until his ship was well
out at sea did he realize that Governor Keith had not delivered the letters of credit and introduction he had
promised. He also donated money that funded scholarships, schools and museums in Boston and Philadelphia.
A self-taught swimmer who crafted his own wooden flippers, Franklin performed long-distance swims on the
Thames River. Unable to find work in New York he proceeded to Philadelphia where he found employment in
the printing house of Samuel Keimer. In such a crowded household, there were no luxuries. Benjamin
Franklin and Slavery In , Franklin acquired the first of several slaves to work in his new home and in the print
shop. Soon after, Benjamin began writing articles for this newspaper. He fathered an illegitimate son, William
Temple Franklin , born February 22,  This led to his invention of the lighting rod, which helps to keep
buildings safe from lighting. Undoubtedly his paper contributed to the broader culture that distinguished
Pennsylvania from her neighbors before the Revolution. Benjamin Franklin did his best to avert the conflict
that would become the American Revolution. Finding Keith's promises of backing a newspaper empty,
Franklin worked as a typesetter in a printer's shop in what is now the Church of St Bartholomew-the-Great in
the Smithfield area of London. During the latter period, which coincided with the growth of colonial unrest, he
underwent a political metamorphosis. The elder Franklin could never accept William's position. Although it
was no secret that Franklin was the author, his Richard Saunders character repeatedly denied it. Where was
Benjamin Franklin born? Facts Matter. Thirteen months later, he served on the committee that drafted the
Declaration of Independence. Since Franklin purchased stamps for his printing business and nominated a
friend as the Pennsylvania stamp distributor, some colonists thought Franklin implicitly supported the new tax,
and rioters in Philadelphia even threatened his house. When the British sent General Edward Braddock to
defend the colonies in the French and Indian war, Franklin personally guaranteed that the required funds from
the Pennsylvania farmers would be repaid. Franklin was never elected president of the United States. When
James started a paper in , called the New England Courant, Ben submitted a series of essays to the magazine
under the pseudonym Silence Dogood. Benjamin Franklin made important scientific contributions regarding
the nature of electricity. He spent only a year there and then sailed to London for 2 more years. In his brother
James returned from England with a press and letters to set his printing business in Boston. But in his writings,
he attacked the practice on economic grounds and helped establish schools for black children in Philadelphia
in the late s.


