
DISSERTATION WRITING RETREAT

Each May Term, fifteen dissertation writers from across the University This year's retreat will be held Mondays through
Thursdays, May 

You plan to defend your thesis or dissertation within two semesters of attending the retreat. There are all kinds
of ways to do this: each of the participants could bring a dish or pick up some to-go items from the grocery
store; you could order in or arrange to have food delivered ; or perhaps some sympathetic friends or family
members will volunteer to feed you! Plan Ahead The reason that I was able to draft a dissertation chapter in
two days was because I planned ahead. Not every participant needs to have the same goals, as you may all be
at different stages of the dissertation writing process. It is helpful, however, to have all of the retreat
participants share what their goals are at the beginning of the retreat. While you could create a solo
dissertation writing retreat , having other people to write with you is a good source of productive peer
pressure. Find a Space Find a dissertation writing-conducive space. You can see only as far as your headlights,
but you can make the whole trip that way. We were provided with food, coffee, and regularly scheduled
breaks when we could leave our laptops and talk to other dissertation writers. To participate, you must meet
the following criteria: You can commit to attending every day, all day. You inform your advisor of your
attendance. It was essentially dissertation-writing lockdown, and it was the most productive two days of
graduate school that I ever experienced. My goals going into the writing retreat were clear: I was going to get
that chapter draft out. I managed to crank out a rough draft of an entire chapter in one weekend! In order to
make it happen, I had to be well-prepared. Perhaps you know someone who has a large dining room table that
could seat multiple dissertation writers! Our dissertation research services can help you get ready for your
dissertation writing retreat. I had read and taken notes on as many secondary sources as I could. Regular
participants in our other graduate programs may receive earlier access to Retreat signups. Prior to each retreat,
we will send an email to all registered graduate students with instructions for signing up. And once the retreat
is over, we can take care of any of your dissertation editing or dissertation formatting needs! At the retreat, I
joined about twenty other graduate students in a quiet, distraction-free space for two solid days of dissertation
writing. For more ideas on putting together a dissertation writing retreat, check out this Gradhacker post. If
you have questions, contact uwc tamu. Registration is limited to graduate students who are working actively
on dissertations or theses. You will be working from 9 a. Each day you receive minutes of individual
coaching. Graduate students attending their first retreat have priority over previous attendees. I had drawn up a
rough outline of the chapter. At noon, we eat as a group and share information about resources or answer
questions. If your university or department allows you to book classrooms, consider reserving one for a
weekend. You, too, can replicate this experience for yourself! Before your writing retreat, make plans to have
meals on hand and ready to go for when the lunch break rolls around. If you join a retreat, you are making a
time commitment, and we'll ask you to set aside other work. You are past the proposal stage and are actively
writing a thesis or dissertation. Lunches and light snacks are provided. Most of the time is spent writing alone,
in the company of other writers. I had all of my primary sources organized and annotated. With the help of a
dissertation consultant , you can come up with the ideal writing strategy to make the most of a dissertation
writing retreat.


