
THE BILL OF RIGHTS

The United States Bill of Rights comprises the first ten amendments to the United States Constitution. Proposed
following the often bitter â€“88 debate over.

Anti-Federalists held that a bill of rights was necessary to safeguard individual liberty. Amendment 8 The
government can't make you pay more than is reasonable in bail or in fines, and the government can't inflict
cruel or unusual punishments like torture even if you are convicted of a crime. They could be whipped,
branded, imprisoned without trial, and hanged. On August 24, , the House green-lit 17 of them. Read the Bill
of Rights: Amendment I 1 : Freedom of religion, speech, and the press; rights of assembly and petition
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances. Who would be the final arbiter of how the Constitution
should be applied? Magna Carta's influence has also extended far beyond Britain. So, in protest, Mason
refused to sign the completed Constitution. After a bit of legal wrangling with Congress, on May 20, , the
constitution was updated to include it as the 27th and most recent amendment. In the end, numbers three
through 12 were approved and collectively became our Bill of Rights on December 15,  Amendment III 3 :
Housing of soldiers No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the
Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. Bill of Rights. No Soldier shall, in time of
peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be
prescribed by law. Women were second-class citizens, essentially the property of their husbands, unable even
to vote until , when the 19th Amendment was passed and ratified. One copy was retained by the federal
government while the rest were sent off to the 11 states as well as Rhode Island and North Carolina, which had
yet to ratify. Since colonial Americans had lived in fear of being suddenly forced to house and feed British
troops, the amendment was warmly received during the late s. Under the First Amendment , Congress can
make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting its free exercise, or abridging freedom of
speech or press or the right to assemble and petition for redress of grievances. The Anti-Federalists, who were
afraid of a strong centralized government, refused to support the Constitution without one. Acts of Congress in
conflict with them may be voided by the U. John Jay wrote the New York Circular Letter calling for the use of
this procedure, which was then sent to all the States. The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
Individual states being subject to their own bills of rights, these amendments were limited to restraining the
federal government. That in article 1st, section 2, clause 3, these words be struck out, to wit: "The number of
Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each State shall have at least one
Representative, and until such enumeration shall be made;" and in place thereof be inserted these words, to
wit: "After the first actual enumeration, there shall be one Representative for every thirty thousand, until the
number amounts toâ€”, after which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that the number shall
never be less thanâ€”, nor more thanâ€”, but each State shall, after the first enumeration, have at least two
Representatives; and prior thereto. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel
and unusual punishments inflicted. That in article 1st, section 9, between clauses 3 and 4, be inserted these
clauses, to wit: The civil rights of none shall be abridged on account of religious belief or worship, nor shall
any national religion be established, nor shall the full and equal rights of conscience be in any manner, or on
any pretext, infringed. The Fourth Amendment secures the people against unreasonable searches and seizures
and forbids the issuance of warrants except upon probable cause and directed to specific persons and places.
The Fifth Amendment requires grand jury indictment in prosecutions for major crimes and prohibits double
jeopardy for a single offense. Amendment V 5 : Rights in criminal cases No person shall be held to answer for
a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases
arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor
shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall be
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation. His
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rollercoaster-like journey with the dormant proposal began in  The exceptions here or elsewhere in the
Constitution, made in favor of particular rights, shall not be so construed as to diminish the just importance of
other rights retained by the people, or as to enlarge the powers delegated by the Constitution; but either as
actual limitations of such powers, or as inserted merely for greater caution. THE Conventions of a number of
the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent
misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as
extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best ensure the beneficent ends of its
institution. That Government is instituted and ought to be exercised for the benefit of the people; which
consists in the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the right of acquiring and using property, and generally of
pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. Amendment V No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any
person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in
any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. The Bill of
Rights was like an engine no one knew how to start. Article the eleventh Amendment VII 7 : Rights in civil
cases In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United
States, than according to the rules of the common law. The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not
be infringed; a well armed and well regulated militia being the best security of a free country: but no person
religiously scrupulous of bearing arms shall be compelled to render military service in person.


