
COMPOSING A GOOD THESIS STATEMENT

Avoid burying a great thesis statement in the middle of a paragraph or late in the Being specific in your paper will be
much more successful than writing about.

By committing your thesis to paper, you'll be able to refine it as you research and draft your essay. For
example: Companies need to exploit the marketing potential of the Internet, and Web pages can provide both
advertising and customer support. Evaluate: What is the best horror movie of all time? The Longman
Handbook for Writers and Readers. This broad thesis statement runs the risk of allowing you to go off on
several tangents. First, it fails to take a stand. Revised thesis: If the government takes over industry in Kenya,
the industry will become more efficient. Your first step, then, is to distill the assignment into a specific
question. If your assignment is to write a paper on kinship systems, using your own family as an example, you
might come up with either of these two thesis statements: My family is an extended family. Answer: Other
questions on this topic could be: 1. It can direct your research and your argument so that your essay is tight,
focused, and makes readers think. Incorrect: Have you ever wondered why Thomas Edison gets all the credit
for the light bulb? A thesis statement: tells the reader how you will interpret the significance of the subject
matter under discussion. Richard Nordquist is a freelance writer and former professor of English and Rhetoric
who wrote college-level Grammar and Composition textbooks. What happens to them that causes you to take
this stance? Why should the reader read it? If your assignment asks you to take a position or develop a claim
about a subject, you may need to convey that position or claim in a thesis statement near the beginning of your
draft. Because advertisers consciously and unconsciously manipulate data, every consumer should learn how
to evaluate statistical claims. Is online gaming addictive? You want to declare your intentions in this essay and
guide the reader to the conclusion that you reach. A good thesis has two parts. Anticipate the
counterarguments. You will lose credibility as a writer if you become only a mouthpiece or a copyist; you will
gain credibility by grabbing the reader with your own ideas and words. Is my thesis statement specific
enough? Consider the other side: Just like a court case, every argument has two sides. However, it is too easy
to imagine possible counterarguments. A well-crafted thesis statement reflects well-crafted ideas. The
pornographic violence in "bloodbath" slasher movies degrades both men and women. Helpful 3 Question:
What do you think of, "what is the effect of addiction to online gaming? Also, you should run your thesis
statement past the "What's in it for me? This final thesis presents a way of interpreting evidence that
illuminates the significance of the question. This is a strong thesis because it takes a stand, and because it's
specific. This basic five-paragraph essay is typical of middle and high school assignments. Michael Dukakis
lost the presidential election because he failed to campaign vigorously after the Democratic National
Convention. The first style uses a list of two or more points. Here are two thesis statements: There are some
negative and positive aspects to the Banana Herb Tea Supplement. A good, standard place for your thesis
statement is at the end of an introductory paragraph, especially in shorter page essays.


