
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTER OF SHYLOCK THE JEW IN

SHAKESPEARES PLAY THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

Our character analysis of Shylock from "The Merchant of Venice" His position as a Jew is made much of in the play and
in Shakespeare's.

Al Pacino acted as Shylock in a feature film version as well as in Central Park in  Auden has given us our best
clue as to how we must deal with Shylock: "Those to whom evil is done," he says, "do evil in return. It's
Complicated Even though we can see that Shylock is a victim of bigotry, he often makes it hard for us to pity
him entirely. I think it would be difficult not to feel some sympathy for Shylock as all the characters celebrate
at the end while he is all alone. If they did not comply with this rule, they could face the death penalty. So
here, we can see that Shylock isn't exactly the money-grubbing villain he's been made out to be. In the 16th
and early 17th centuries, Jews were often presented on the Elizabethan stage in hideous caricature, with
hooked noses and bright red wigs. Apart from Jessica who converts to Christianity, he is the only Jewish
character and it feels he is somewhat ganged up on by all of the other characters. Conclusion 6. Professor
Lounsbury refers in his Shakespeare as a Dramatic Artist, p. Shylock is then ordered to surrender half of his
wealth and property to the state and the other half to Antonio. It is possible that Shakespeare originally
intended the name to be pronounced with a short "i", as rather than a long one. On stage, it is Shylock who
makes the play, and almost all of the great actors of the English and Continental stage have attempted the role.
Shylock and antisemitism Shylock and Jessica by Maurycy Gottlieb Since Shakespeare's time, the character's
name has become a synonym for loan shark , and as a verb to shylock means to lend money at exorbitant rates.
In â€”15 he was still being sued for a debt for stores supplied to Frobisher's ships. Something or someone must
impede young, romantic love; here, it is Shylock and the many and various ways that he is linked to the three
sets of lovers. First, Shylock has to sign an agreement bequeathing all his remaining property to Lorenzo and
Jessica, which is to become effective after his demise, and second, he is to immediately convert to
Christianity. He thus becomes the representative of a race - of a shamefully wronged race, as may perhaps
appear to the interpreters under consideration. He is certainly left at the end of the play with very little to his
name, although at least he is able to keep his property until his death. The reader will not, as a matter of
course, assume that the whole point of view of any commentator is given in a single quotation. However,
Shylock is offered three times his money back and he still demands his pound of flesh; this moves him into the
realms of villainy. Throughout the play, Shylock's attitude toward money and human relationships undergoes
some scrutiny. However, Shylock is permitted to give as good as he gets against Christianity and is able to
level similar insults as he receives. Gordon Clark mentions another possibility. This was followed by a touring
production in  Why, revenge! Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice.


