
A CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF HUCK IN THE NOVEL THE ADVENTURES

OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN BY MARK TWAIN

Read an in-depth analysis of Huckleberry â€œHuckâ€• Finn. Tom Sawyer - Huck's friend, and the protagonist of Tom
Sawyer, the novel to which Huckleberry Finn is .

Characterization[ edit ] Huckleberry "Huck" Finn is the son of the town's vagrant drunkard, "Pap" Finn. Jim's
logic, compassion, intelligence, and above all, his loyalty toward Huck, Tom, and his own family, establish
him as a heroic figure. He was ignorant, unwashed, insufficiently fed; but he had as good a heart as ever any
boy had. Read an in-depth analysis of The duke and the dauphin. Nevertheless, Huck is still a boy, and is
influenced by others, particularly by his imaginative friend, Tom. Luebering , Executive Editorial Director.
The gesture is kind, but when readers learn later that the man was Pap Finn, they realize the affection Jim has
for Huck. Read an in-depth analysis of Pap. This is seen when Huck considers sending a letter to Ms. The best
example of this is his decision to help Jim escape slavery, even though he believes he will go to Hell for it see
Christian views on slavery. When Huck is taken in by the Shepherdsons, Jim waits in the swamp and devises a
plan where both of them can continue down the river. Inspiration[ edit ] The character of Huck Finn is based
on Tom Blankenship, the real-life son of a sawmill laborer and sometime drunkard named Woodson
Blankenship, who lived in a "ramshackle" house near the Mississippi River behind the house where the author
grew up in Hannibal, Missouri. Huck has a carefree life free from societal norms or rules, stealing
watermelons and chickens and "borrowing" boats and cigars. Pap is a wreck when he appears at the beginning
of the novel, with disgusting, ghostlike white skin and tattered clothes. Huck is the thirteen-year-old son of the
local drunk of St. Along the way, they run into many troubles and obstacles, but they keep going no, matter
what. Tom's Aunt Polly calls Huck a "poor motherless thing. Petersburg, Missouri, a town on the Mississippi
River. But as with Huck, Jim is willing to sacrifice his life for his friends. He wears the clothes of full-grown
men which he probably received as charity, and as Twain describes him, "he was fluttering with rags.
Nevertheless, the publication in of a bowdlerized version of the novel generated debate and was considered by
many to be every bit as unacceptable as the original. It has been called everything from the root of modern
American literature to a piece of racist trash. His appearance is described in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
He is playful but practical, inventive but logical, compassionate but realistic, and these traits allow him to
survive the abuse of Pap, the violence of a feud, and the wiles of river con men. In one moment in the novel,
he openly brags to his teacher that he was late for school because he stopped to talk with Huck Finn and
enjoyed it, something for which he knew he would and did receive a whipping. Like Huck, Jim realizes he
cannot stop the con men from controlling the raft, but he tells Huck that "I doan' hanker for no mo' un um,
Huck. Pap's only method of parenting is physical abuse. Despite this, early in the novel Huck uses his father's
method of "borrowing" though he later feels sorry and stops. There are countless opportunities for Jim to leave
Huck during the tale, yet he remains by Huck's side so the two of them can escape together. In Detective,
which occurs about a year after the events of Huck Finn, Huck helps Tom solve a murder mystery. Their
friendship is partially rooted in Sawyer's emulation of Huck's freedom and ability to do what he wants, like
swearing and smoking when he feels like it. As with several of the frontier literary characters that came before
him, Huck possesses the ability to adapt to almost any situation through deceit. Essentially good people, the
Phelpses nevertheless hold Jim in custody and try to return him to his rightful owner. Their adventures
together, along with Huck's solo adventures, comprise the core of the book. Abstractly, he does not recognize
the contradiction of "loving thy neighbor" and enforcing slavery at the same time. Tom is the constant, his
immaturity not changing from the beginning to the end of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, while Huck is the
changing variable. It is his literal, pragmatic approach to his surroundings and his inner struggle with his
conscience that make him one of the most important and recognizable figures in American literature. At
various times in the novel, Huck mentions that Tom would put more "style" in Jim and his adventure. Learn
More in these related Britannica articles:. Nonetheless, Tom remains a devoted friend to Huck in all of the
novels they appear in. Aunt Polly appears at the end of the novel and properly identifies Huck, who has
pretended to be Tom, and Tom, who has pretended to be his own younger brother, Sid. In the end, however,
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Jim gains his freedom through Miss Watson's death, as she freed him in her will.


