
A MESSAGE TO GARCIA ABOUT COLONEL

A Message to Garcia is a widely distributed essay written by Elbert Hubbard in , . Gen Nelson A. Miles, commanding
general of the army, and temporarily promoted to lieutenant-colonel in the 6th Regiment Volunteer Infantry.

The little article was written the author explains in the forward "Apologia" , after a conversation between his
young sons about who the 'real' hero of the Spanish-American War was. I was uneasy for a monument as this
apparition came in sight, but relief came when an old Negro hobbled to the carriage and shoved through the
door a deliciously fried chicken and two bottles of Bass' ale, at the same time letting loose a volley of dialect,
which, as I was able to catch a word here and there, I understood was highly complimentary to me for helping
Cuba gain her freedom and giving me to understand that he was "doing his bit" with me. We halted in
midstream to allow our horses to drink and to store up a little energy for our final dash into the presence of the
officer in charge of Cuba's military destiny east of the Jucaro-Moron trocha. Nor had I thought of reckoning
with the angry elements of sea and air, which soon were to convince me that success is not always a matter of
fair sailing. Corresponding written messages were sent out on twenty telegraph lines, all of which emanated
from the War Room. The 1,word essay was written in the Industrial Age, and in the context of Industrial Age
warfare, but the nature of our world and how we wage armed conflict has changed dramatically. So it proved.
I was awakened some time after midnight by the challenge of a sentinel, followed by a shot, and almost
instantly a shadowy form appeared close by my hammock. A whispered parley and we were away again! A
passage in the Boy Scouts Yearbook emphasizes the connection: "If you give [a Boy Scout] a 'Message to
Garcia' you know that message will be delivered, although the mountains, the wilderness, the desert, the
torrents, the broad lagoons or the sea itself, separate him from 'Garcia. It is fiction, but all the circumstances
surrounding it are so plausible that it is easy to believe it fact. The boat in which we made the voyage was a
cockleshell, "capacity cubic feet. The rest depends on you. He was a Peninsula Spaniard who had gone to
Cuba, at Santiago had quarreled with the rule of Old Spain, hence the missing thumb and exile. Gen Nelson A.
For Hubbard, these subsidiary considerations, and their second- and third-order effects, have no consequences;
a servant is all that is required. I had been continuously on the move for nine days in all kinds and conditions
of terrain. The heat soon became oppressive and caused me to envy my companions, none of whom were
burdened by superfluous clothing. His skill with a machete was amazing. I assumed the Fates would decide
that I had left on Friday. General Rios added two hundred cavalrymen to my escort. And politically, there was
the Monroe Doctrine which said the United States wanted the European powers to stay out of the affairs of our
part of the world. After his service in the Spanish American War, he served in the Philippines and posts in the
United States, retiring in  Cursing, he returned to the first hill and discovered most of his men had not heard
his orders. Alger, secretary of war, who heard my story and told me to report to General Miles, taking General
Garcia's aids with me. He returned in a short time with General Garcia, who greeted me cordially and asked
me to enter with my assistente. General Rios came next morning and with him Colonel Castillo, who
presented me with a Panama hat "made in Cuba. We were still young, untried, and not yet a major force in
world affairs. Off to the west, seemingly about a mile away, little columns of smoke were rising through the
vegetation. It was a delicate situation confronting President William McKinley who assumed the presidency
on March 4,  The setting of the account is the year during the Spanish-American War in Cuba. His devotion to
the matter seems complete, if not somewhat overly zealous.


